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31 March 2014

Your Ref: COR 2007 002186

Coroner Hendtlass

Coroners’ Court of Victoria
Level 11, 222 Exhibition Street
MELBOURNE 3000

Dear Coroner Hendtlass
Findings and Recommendations in thé matter of Jill Fielding

| refer to your findings and recommendations, published in relation to the death of Jill Fielding,
and sent to WorkSafe Victoria (legally known as the Victorian WorkCover Authority (‘VWA’))ina
letter dated 17 November 2013. In this context, you have endorsed the following
recommendations:

1. That the Tractor and Machinery Association and WorkSafe Victoria recommend
installation of a brake in front end loaders intended for agricultural operation that
complies with Australian Standard AS1418.1-2002.. :

2. That the Tractor and Machinery Association and WorkSafe Victoria recommend
installation of a height limiting device in front end loaders intended for agricultural
operation.

3. That the Tractor and Machinery Association and WorkSafe Victoria cooperate to
develop printed and other communication materials with basic safety information
for all purchasers of tractors and front end loaders that emphasises the need to be
aware of the relevant safety considerations for use and to provide this knowledge
to other inexperienced and untrained users before they operate the tractor and/or
front end loader.

4. That the Tractor and Machinery Association amend their Industry Code of Practice
for Manufacture and Supply of Front End Loaders for Use on Agricultural Tractors
in Victoria to advocate installation of four post roll over protection for tractors fitted
with front end loaders with a maximum lift height greater than the height of the
cabin.

5. That the Tractor and Machinery Association and WorkSafe Victoria develop a
written material and other communication devices directed at all purchasers of
tractors and front end loaders which explains the importance of working within the
scope of the tractor or front end loaders intended uses and the safety mechanisms
in place.

The VWA, like the Coroner, is concerned about the number of injuries and fatalities
associated with work in the agriculture sector, in particular those incidents that involve
powered plant and equipment. The VWA has identified agriculture as a high risk industry
and as a priority, will continue to engage with industry associations, machinery suppliers
and users of powered equipment (tractors) to develop programs and guidance that aims to
reduce fatalities and injuries.
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The VWA will continue to engage the farming community through involvement in field days,
stakeholder forums and sponsorship programs. This allows the VWA to be proactive in
communicating its safety message and to target specific risks and hazards as necessary, such
as risks associated with tractors and their attachments.

Yours faithfully,

Mt

(&

Denise Cosgrove
Chief Executive
WorkSafe Victoria
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