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Section 31 of the Coroners Act 2008





Coroners Act 2008 one or more 

fires

For many years, the College [Fiskville] has been used to conduct training and educational 
exercises for firefighters in Victoria. 

 We understand that a large number of people who spent time on the Fiskville site from the 
1970s onwards have subsequently been diagnosed with various forms of cancer, and many of 
these people have passed away as a result of their conditions. 

 As you would be aware from recent media reports, it has emerged that the fuels used in 
training exercises on the Fiskville site included known carcinogens such as benzene and other 
chemical waste products from petroleum providers.  From the 1970s onwards these chemicals 
were burned for training purposes (including live fire drills), and were also stored and 
disposed of on the Fiskville training grounds.  These substances were inhaled by, ingested by 
or otherwise exposed to the occupants of the Fiskville site and nearby residents over a lengthy 
period of time.  As a result of these practices, potentially thousands of firefighters and their 
relatives may have been exposed to high doses of potent carcinogens over the course of 
several decades. 

 … 

 We request that the coroner investigate one or more fires at the Fiskville College training 
grounds during the 1970s and 1980s.  Based on the evidence available, we believe that these 



fires, which involved burning large quantities of presumptively toxic and / or carcinogenic 
materials for training, are likely to have exposed the above named individuals (and others) to 
known carcinogens. 

 If the Coroner commences an investigation into a fire at Fiskville which is the subject of our 
request under section 31, we request that an inquest be held.

for the purpose of finding the causes of those… fires and to contribute to the reduction of the 

number of preventable… fires and the promotion of public health and safety and the 

administration of justice.

investigate one or more fires at the Fiskville College 

training grounds during the 1970s and 1980s.

training purposes

Harmsworth v The State Coroner

[t]he coroner’s source of power of investigation arises from the particular death or fire. A 
coroner does not have general powers of enquiry or detection […].

Coroners Act 2008
Harmsworth v The State Coroner



circumstances in which the fire occurred

training purposes.

1988 A S James Geotechnical Report

Harmsworth v The State Coroner
Coroners Act 2008



inter alia

In all cases, it is suspected that there may be a causal nexus between the deceaseds’ 
exposure to chemicals at the Fiskville site and their subsequent development of various 
types of cancer

Understanding the Past to Inform the Future

high medium



low negligible

Parliamentary Committees Act 2003

Fiskville Firefighters’ Health Study

high

medium

Inquiry into the 

CFA Training College at Fiskville



I stated early in the Inquiry that the Committee is committed to providing both the 

answers to what happened at Fiskville and justice to all those affected. This report does just 

that



investigate one or more fires at the 

Fiskville College training grounds during the 1970s and 1980s.

 An appeal can be made to the Supreme Court of Victoria within 28 days after the day on 
which this determination has been made.


