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Guideline 

Title 

Maternity Boarder Mothers  

 
1. Sponsorship 

Executive Sponsor (Title) ED SWMMS  

Director Sponsor (Title) PD Women and Children and Acute Specialist Clinics  

Coordinating Author 
(Name and Title) 

Christine Lamotte  

 
2. Commissioning 

  2.1 Commissioning (completed by Author in consultation with Sponsors listed above) 

2.1.1 Is this guideline new ? Yes           Go to 2.1.4 
No           Objectify no: ____ Go to 2.1.2       

2.1.2 Will this guideline, help EH 
achieve a desired outcome / is it 
still required?     

Yes  go to 2.1.3 
  
No  Detail reason for proposed decommissioning: 
_____________________________________________________ 

2.1.3 Summarise reason for 
review and changes made:    

 

2.1.4 Purpose of guideline  

To provide guidance on eligibility criteria and processes for women 
staying in hospital as boarder mothers to feed and care for their babies 
who are admitted to Special Care Nursery. (Note: this is in response to 
a coroner’s recommendation regarding boarder mothers) 

2.1.5 Scope  
EH-Wide                       
Program-specific         
Directorate specific   

Corporate Procedure 
 

2.1.6 Are there existing policy 
documents relevant to this 
topic? (If yes, consider if can be 
incorporated into existing 
document) 

Yes  
  
No  

 Title and number 

2.1.7 With which EH Standard 
would this guideline? 

Appropriate and Effective Care  
 

Will development or revision of 
this Guideline, procedure or 
Protocol impact on the Medical 
Record – Electronic or Paper? 

 Yes - Electronic Medical Record - Refer to the EMR Clinical Practice 
Change & Optimisation Guideline* 

 Yes – Paper Medical Record – Refer to the Clinical Document 
Approval Guideline* 
*Wherever possible, EMR change requests and revised Clinical 
Documents are to be submitted for approval at the same time as the 
Guideline 

 No  

2.1.8 Who will be consulted 
(stakeholders)? 

Maternity Quality and Strategy Committee 
Neonatal and Paediatric Quality and Safety Committee 
Anne Goulopoulos, Acting Director of Pharmacy  
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2.1.9 Which committees are 
required to endorse this 
guideline? 

Maternity Quality and Strategy Committee 
Neonatal and Paediatric Quality and Safety Committee 
Anne Goulopoulos, Acting Director of Pharmacy  

2.1.10 Which committee will 
approve this guideline? 

Women and Children Quality and Strategy Committee 

2.2 Commissioning committee approval to develop/review guideline/procedure/protocol (completed by 
committee Secretary or delegate) 

Approval to proceed with development/review or to decommission (delete one)  Yes   No    
Reason (if no): 
Date Commissioned:   
Name of committee that approved/disapproved commissioning: 

 



 

 

To: Eastern Health Midwives 
 Eastern Health Paediatricians 
 Eastern Health Special Care Nursery Staff 
 Eastern Health Pharmacists 
 

 
Cc:  
 

 
From: Christine Lamotte & Dr Andy Lovett 
 

 
Date: 9th August 2021 
 

 
Subject: Maternity Boarder Mothers 
 

 

Following Eastern Health receiving a Coroner’s recommendation, effective immediately any woman staying with 

their baby at Eastern Health prior to the baby’s discharge from the Special Care Nursery (Boarder Mother) who 

require S8 or S11 medications or women with severe mental health concerns who are taking S4 medications will be 

offered admission. As a consequence, the parent’s assessment and care plan, including medication management as 

appropriate, will be managed and documented consistently with Eastern Health practices. Should the parent decline 

admission, they will be unable to stay overnight at Eastern Health. 

To support this, a new CPG, ‘Maternity Boarder Mothers’ is being commissioned and will be distributed as soon as it 

has been written and through the Eastern Health approval processes. 

If anyone has any questions regarding this please contact your manager or the Associate Program Director Women 

and Children at your site. 

 
 
Christine Lamotte 
Program Director Women & Children and Acute 
Specialist Clinics  
Site Director Box Hill Hospital 

Dr Andy Lovett 
Executive Clinical Director, Women & Children and 
Acute Specialist Clinics  
Clinical Director Paediatrics  

 


