




 

 

Recommendations made under section 72(2) of the Coroners Act 2008 (Vic) (the Act) 

CDR 2021 004473 

Cohuna District Hospital 

Action Plan 

Coroners Recommendation Action Person Responsible Timeline Outcome/Progress 

Cohuna District Hospital provides 

psychosocial supports for residents in 

the aged care and palliative care 

programs. 

 

Investigate options for enhanced 
psychosocial supports in aged care. Services 
required include: 
✓ Adjusted cognitive behaviour therapies  
✓ Reminiscence therapies 
✓ Validation therapy 

Director of Clinical 
Services and Aged 
Care Nursing Unit 
Manager 

June 23  

Partnership with Loddon Mallee Health Care 
Network for the provision of access to digital 
mental health services. 

CEO and Corporate 
Services Manager 

June 23  

Review policy and processes to align with 
the Beyond Blue document What works to 
promote emotional wellbeing in older 
people. A guide for aged care staff working 
in community or residential care settings 
Beyond Blue 

Director of Clinical 
Services and Aged 
Care Nursing Unit 
Manager 

June 23  

Strengthen staff training in the 

assessment of suicide risk for aged care 

and palliative patients. 

 

Provide training for staff on suicide risk 
assessment specific to aged and residential 
services. Access training modules through 
Suicide Risk Assessment Australia.  
Suicide Risk Assessment | Suicide Risk 
Assessment Australia 
 

Director of Clinical 
Services and Aged 
Care Nursing Unit 
Manager 

June 23  

Mental Health Victoria - Calm Conversations 
training for suicide prevention modules be 
made available for all CDH staff. 
Mental Health Victoria | Training and 
workforce development (mhvic.org.au) 
 

Director of Clinical 
Services and Aged 
Care Nursing Unit 
Manager 

June 23  

https://www.beyondblue.org.au/docs/default-source/resources/329885_0616_bl1263_small_v5.pdf
https://suicideriskassessment.com.au/
https://suicideriskassessment.com.au/
https://www.mhvic.org.au/workforce
https://www.mhvic.org.au/workforce


 

 

Develop a flowchart outlining access to 

mental health services for residents in 

the aged care and palliative programs 

 

Flowchart to reflect outcomes of partnering 

with mental health providers. 

Corporate Services 
Manager 

June 23  

Update the suicide risk procedure for 

aged care and palliative programs. 

 

Update policy Aged Care – Standard Two - 
Ongoing Assessment and Planning with 
Consumer 

Director of Clinical 
Services and Aged 
Care Nursing Unit 
Manager 

June 23  

Review and include outcomes of coroners’ 
recommendations to Recognising and 
responding to clinical/psychological 
deterioration- aged care policy. 

Director of Clinical 
Services and Aged 
Care Nursing Unit 
Manager 

November 2022 Completed 

Review Aged Care - Goals of care in 
residential care policy and timeframe for 
assessment to incorporate coroners’ 
recommendations. 

Director of Clinical 
Services and Aged 
Care Nursing Unit 
Manager 

June 23  

 

 

Endorsed : Board President 10 Nov 2022.  
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