
Tuesday, 24 June 2025 

Dear Registrar, Werkmeister 

I am writing on behalf of Grampians Health in response to the recommendations made by Coroner 
Olle in relation to case reference COR 2022 007086. 

Recommendation 1 

The coroner’s first recommendation has been implemented. 

The circumstances surrounding Mr Dimsey’s death contributed to an existing Grampians Health 
internal review of our processes regarding the assessment of cognitive function at the point of 
admission. As a result, an updated Clinical Practice Protocol was published in January 2023. This 
protocol has been integrated into routine clinical care and handover procedures. 

We appreciate that the coroner’s recommendation aligns with the conclusions we reached at that 
time and supports our continued focus on improving patient assessment practices. 

A copy of the relevant Clinical Practice Protocol is attached for your reference. 

Recommendation 2 

An alternative approach to the coroner’s second recommendation has been implemented. 

Grampians Health fully support the coroner’s decision that clinical decision-making should be based 
on the most current evidence. However, we recognise that the pace at which clinical research 
evolves across specialties makes it challenging to rely solely on individual static reviews, which can 
quickly become outdated. 

To address this, since August 2006, Grampians Health subscribes to a recognised, continuously 
updated commercial database of clinical evidence and guidelines. This resource covers the full 
spectrum of healthcare topics, including prosthetic joint infection, hip fracture in adults, aspiration 
pneumonia, and cognitive impairment—topics relevant to this case. 

All clinical staff are always provided with access to this resource. It is also a core component of 
orientation for all new medical staff, ensuring that up-to-date, evidence-based information 
consistently informs diagnosis and clinical decisions. 

Yours sincerely, 

Matthew Hadfield FRCS FRACS AFRACMA 
Chief Medical Officer Grampians Health 

CC: Dale Fraser CEO Grampians Health 
ATT: Documents
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