
A Mentions Hearing may be called at any stage if the coroner wishes to 
raise matters with interested parties. 

A Directions Hearing helps the coroner manage the investigation, raise 
issues with interested parties, make orders about how the matter will 
proceed including whether it should go to inquest, which witnesses may be 
called and the scope of the inquest.

A public hearing into a death or fire where the coroner hears evidence on the 
relevant issues. About 1% of investigations proceed to inquest, usually where 
an inquest is required by law, the circumstances are unclear, or there are 
broader public health or safety issues.

Full Inquest- Witnesses are called to give evidence and may be questioned by 
Counsel Assisting and interested parties.

Summary Inquest - Witnesses are usually not called. Counsel Assisting generally 
reads a summary of the evidence about identity, cause of death, and 
circumstances of death.

Held after the inquest evidence has finished. Interested parties can make 
submissions about the evidence, findings a coroner should make including 
possible adverse findings or comments. 

This hearing is not always required and written submissions may be used 
instead.

Held for the coroner to hand down the finding. The coroner may read all or 
part of the finding. This hearing is not always required and the finding may 
instead be issued without a hearing.

Findings after an inquest are usually published on the Coroners Court website 
unless the coroner orders otherwise.

Types of Coroners Court Hearings

www.coronerscourt.vic.gov.au


	6bbd89bd-6042-4639-91b3-dcf2258136f2.vsdx
	Page-1
	Page-2




